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Administrative History:  
 
The St. Catharines and District Council of Women 
was founded in 1918 and elected as its first president, 
Mary Malcolmson.  In 1910 Mrs. Malcolmson founded 
North America’s first Girl Guide Association in St. 
Catharines.   The aim of the organization was to work 
for the betterment of conditions pertaining to the 
family, community and state.   The Council is an 
umbrella group for various women’s organizations in 
the area and functions at the provincial, national and 
international levels and is associated with the United 
Nations.  
 
In the early years the National Council brought in the 
Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) and started the 
Women’s Canadian Club.  The St. Catharines Council 
initiated Child Welfare Centres in local churches that 
grew into the Well Baby Clinics.  Women were 
encouraged to take political office and join 
committees with much success.  In 1929, “Shop at 
Home” exhibition became an annual event 
highlighting the services of local merchants.  Money 
raised by the Council was donated to local charities 
and in 1930 the Council assisted the local Armenian 
community in building the first Armenian Church in 
Canada.  In 1932 the Council started the Maternal 
Welfare programme in which Mothers’ Meetings were 
held weekly with various speakers from the Public 
Health Department.   In 1975 to celebrate 
International Women’s Year and the 1976 Centennial 
of the City of St. Catharines, the group sponsored the 
book Women of Action, 1876-1976, written by two of 
its members, Lily M. Bell and Kathleen E. Bray.  
Some time after 1976 the name of the organization 
changed from St. Catharines Local Council of Women 
to St. Catharines and District Council of Women.  
Today the organization functions as an advocacy and 
educational group.  
 
 
 
Scope and Content:  The first series, Administrative Records, includes 
annual reports, constitution and by-laws, 
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correspondence, minutes and resolutions.  The 
second series, Non-administrative Records, includes 
the activities of the Council including membership 
lists, biographies, clippings, media, newsletters, 
photographs and promotional material.  The clippings 
and the photograph files were compiled from original 
scrapbooks and magnetic sheet albums deposited 
with the Archives.  Due to their acidic content it was 
deemed archivally necessary to photocopy all 
newspaper clippings and conserve photographs in 
Mylar sleeves.  The third series, Volumes, includes 
bound volumes of financial records, minute books, 
guest books and publications. 
 
Organization:  The records were arranged into three series: 
 
Series I.  Administrative Records, 1918-2011, n.d.  
 [predominant 1956-2011]  
   
Series II. Non-administrative Records, 1918-2011,  
 n.d. 
 
Series III.  Volumes, 1929-1972, 1978, 1983, 1993- 
 1994,  2002 
     
 
 
 
 
Inventory: 
  Series I. Administrative Records, 1918-2011, n.d. 
 
 1.1  Annual Reports 1918-1994-95  
  
1.2; 2.9 Constitution and by-laws, 1979?, 1988?, 2003, 2007-2010 
 
1.3-1.5; 2.10 Correspondence, 1951-2011 
 
1.6-1.20 Minutes of meetings, 1956-2001; includes annual, board and 
general meetings 
 
1.34 Minutes of meetings, 2002-2005; includes annual, board and 
general meetings and a history of the organization 
 
2.11-2.12 Minutes of meetings, 2006-2011; includes annual, board and 
general meetings, as well as financial summaries 
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1.35; 2.13 Resolutions, n.d.  
 
 
Series II.    Non-administrative Records, 1918-2011, n.d. 
 
 
1.21  Biographies, n.d. 
 
2.14  Briefs and Presentations, 1988-2001 
 
1.22-1.25 Clippings  
   1928-1943 (with index) 
   1918-1999 
   1948-1958, 1972 [removed from magnetic photo album] 
   1964-1978 [compiled by member Lily M. Bell] 
1.36   2002-2005, n.d. 
2.15   1993-2008 
 
1.37; 2.16 Media, 2000, 2003-2011; includes press releases  
 
1.26; 2.17 Meeting Registration Lists, 1975-1976, 1978, 1983-2000,  
  2003-2011, n.d.  
  
1.27; 2.18 Membership Lists, 1970-1971, 1977, 1979, 1981-1992,  
1994-2000; 2006-2011, n.d. 
    
1.28; 2.19 National Council of Women of Canada, 1993, 1998 
 
1.29; 2.20 Newsletter, 1977-1978, 1986-2011 
 
1.30  Organizational history, 1975, 2001, 2003, 2005, n.d. 
 
1.31  Photographs, 1978, 1980, 1984, 2004, n.d. 
 
1.32; 2.21 Promotional Material, 1988, 2000-2011, n.d. 
 
1.33  Roundtable:  Securing Our Future: Becoming an  
  Independent  Woman, 2001 
 
 
   Series III.  Volumes, 1929-1972, 1978, 1983, 1993-1994,  
    2002 
 
 
 2.1 (vol. I) Minute book, 1929-1934 
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 2.2 (vol. II) Minute book, 1934-1939 
  
 2.3 (vol. III) Minute book, 1939-1943 
 
 2.4 (vol. IV) Finances, 1935-1951 
  
 2.5 (vol. V) Finances, 1941-1957 
 
 2.6 (vol. VI) Finances, 1957-1972 
 
 2.7 (vol. VII) Guest book, 1978,1983, 1993, 1994. 
 
2.8 (vol.  VIII) The Evolution of Malcolmson Eco-Park compiled by the St. 
Catharines & District Council of Women; written by Sheila 
Wilson, 2002. 
